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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to applicant's amendment filed on 19 May 2006. Claims 22-93 are 
now pending in the present application and claims 1-21 are canceled. Also, claims 22-72 are 
non-elected. This office action is made Final. 



Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election with traverse of claims 73-93 (see remarks section - pg. 30, 5 th 

paragraph) in the reply filed on 19 May 2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the 
ground(s) that claims 22-72 correspond to claims 1-21 (see remarks section - pg. 30, 4 th 
paragraph). This is not found persuasive because applicant admits that claims 22-72 focus on 
a mobile rather than an end-to-end system (see remarks section - pg. 30, 4 th paragraph) which 
is distinct (see remarks section - pg. 31, 3 rd paragraph). Furthermore, the claims 22-72 are 
not readable on the elected invention (i.e., claims 1-21) because 

a. Claims 22-53 - the method, program, and apparatus, as a whole - 

the plurality of terminals each configured to send at an arbitrary time a 
retransmission request signal when a specified packet previously transmitted by said 
information distribution apparatus is not received, comprising the steps of: notifying, by 
said information distribution apparatus, another of the plurality of wireless terminals that 
a retransmission request signal corresponding to a specific packet has been received; 
retransmitting, by said information distribution apparatus, the specified packet at a 
predetermined timing. 

b. Claims 54-72 - the method, program, and apparatus, as a whole - 
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receiving, from said information distribution apparatus, indication that a specified 
packet has been sent from said information distribution apparatus; transmitting at an 
arbitrary time, to said information distribution apparatus, a retransmission request signal 
when said specified packet is not received; receiving, from said information distribution 
apparatus, the specified packet at a predetermined time. 

Regarding new claims 22-72, the claims 22-72 are based on the above items a-b and 
are distinctly different and not readable on the elected invention of claims 1-21 . In addition, 
the items a-b were not required in the previously examined claims. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 93 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kumar (US 6,269,080 
Bl). 

Regarding claim 93, Kumar discloses of a wireless terminal (722) which is usable 
within an arbitrary service area (see col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 6; col. 6, lines 45-51; Figs. 3, 
7-8), comprising: 
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retransmission request means (722) for making a retransmission request with respect to a 
FDSP server (720) which reads on the claimed "wireless base station" when predetermined 
information which requires retransmission is generated (see col. 6, lines 65-67; col. 7, lines 4- 
24; Figs. 4, 7-8, 12A-B), where the FDSP client requests retransmission of data; and 

control means (FDSP) for discontinuing transmission of the retransmission request for 
the predetermined information from said retransmission request means when notified of 
retransmission information which indicates that a retransmission request for the 
predetermined information is made from another wireless terminal (724) within the arbitrary 
service area at a timing before said retransmission request means makes the retransmission 
request (see col. 6, lines 50-51,65-67; col. 7, lines 21-24; col. 8, lines 35-44,52-61; col. 13, 
lines 2-7; Figs. 4 c ref. 405', 12 c ref. 1204' 'ref. 1210'), where the FDSP client provides an 
acknowledgement indicating the data file was received before the end of the TTL packet in 
which the FDSP server would not retransmit the information that has been distributed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 73-76, 78-81, 83-86, and 90-92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kumar (US 6,269,080 Bl) in view of Fukushima et al. (hereinafter 
Fukushima) (EP 1006689 A2). 

Regarding claim 73, Kumar discloses of a retransmission control method for a 
multicast file distribution and synchronization protocol (FDSP) which reads on the claimed 
"information distribution service" which distributes multicast data which reads on the 
claimed "information" with respect to a plurality of FDSP clients (722) which reads on the 
claimed "wireless terminals" within a service area from an FDSP server (720) which reads on 
the claimed "information distribution apparatus" via a wireless region (see col. 5, line 65 - 
col. 6, line 6; col. 6, lines 45-51; Figs. 3, 7-8), comprising the steps of: 

(a) transmitting a retransmission request for information which requires retransmission, 
from an arbitrary wireless terminal (722) to the information distribution apparatus (720), at a 
timing determined by the wireless terminal (722) when the information which requires 
retransmission is generated (see col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, line 4; col. 7, lines 4-10,21-24; col. 8, 
lines 38-47 ), where the FDSP client transmits a retransmission request in which the timing 
would be obvious according to the TTL packet that is used for the retransmission request of 
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packets related to a particular data file before the additional data files are distributed to the 
clients; 

(b) after receiving the retransmission request for the information from the arbitrary 
wireless terminal (722) within the service area, notifying retransmission information 
indicating the information requested by the retransmission request with respect to each of the 
wireless terminals (722) within the service area from the information distribution apparatus 
(720) (see col. 6, line 64 - col. 7, line 20; Fig. 4), where the retransmission request by the 
FDSP client indicates the data to be retransmitted to the FDSP client by the FDSP server, and 

(c) making no retransmission request for the information from each of the wireless 
terminals (722) if the retransmission information is received by each of the wireless terminals 
(722) before the predetermined timing, so that each of the wireless terminals (722) receives 
the information retransmitted from the information distribution apparatus (720) at the 
predetermined timing (see col. 6, lines 65-67; col. 7, lines 21-24; col. 13, lines 2-7; Figs. 4 
'ref. 405', 12 'ref. 1204' 'ref. 1210'), where the active receiver provides an acknowledgement 
indicating the data file was received before the end of the TTL packet in which the 
predetermined timing would be obvious. Kumar does not specifically disclose the feature of 
retransmitting the information requested by the retransmission request from the information 
distribution apparatus at a predetermined timing. However, the examiner maintains that the 
feature of retransmitting the information requested by the retransmission request from the 
information distribution apparatus at a predetermined timing was well known in the art, as 
taught by Fukushima. 
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In the same field of endeavor, Fukushima discloses the feature of retransmitting the 
packet which reads on the claimed "information" requested by the retransmission request 
from the server which reads on the claimed "information distribution apparatus" at a 
predetermined timing (see col. 28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; Figs. 12, 
14, 28b). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature of retransmitting the information requested by the retransmission request from the 
information distribution apparatus at a predetermined timing, in order to retransmit packets at 
a predetermined transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 74, Kumar discloses of 
(d) intensively managing in the information distribution apparatus (720) retransmission 
requests for the same information made with respect to the same multicast information 
distribution service (FDSP) until the predetermined timing (see col. 7, lines 4-41; col. 8, lines 
40-51; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; col. 15, line 65 - col. 16, line 10; Fig. 11 f ref. 1106'), where 
separate data files are used to categorize the data that is to be distributed by the FDSP server 
into separate groupings of data files for multicasting in which the predetermined timing 
would be obvious for the retransmitting of the data. Also, with group management the FDSP 
server is aware of the units that are "join" or "sign-off 5 that have received the distributed file 
in order to distribute that data to clients that were not involved in the initial transmission of 
the data. Kumar does not specifically disclose having the feature retransmitting from the 
information distribution apparatus information related to intensively managed retransmission 
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requests at the predetermined timing. However, the examiner maintains that the feature 
retransmitting from the information distribution apparatus information related to intensively 
managed retransmission requests at the predetermined timing was well known in the art, as 
taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature retransmitting from the information 
distribution apparatus information related to intensively managed retransmission requests at 
the predetermined timing (see col. 28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; Figs. 
12, 14, 28b), where the server manages the distribution of retransmitting packets according to 
priority and sequence. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature retransmitting from the information distribution apparatus information related to 
intensively managed retransmission requests at the predetermined timing, in order to 
retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 75, Kumar discloses of notifying each of the wireless terminals 
(722) within the service area from the information distribution apparatus (720) information 
related to a transmission channel (see col. 7, lines 4-20; Figs. 4, 7-8), where the FDSP client 
receives the data from the FDSP server in which the notification of the channel would be 
obvious, and 

a transmission timing for notifying the retransmission information and information 
related to a transmission channel for retransmitting the information requested by the 
retransmission request (see col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, lines 4-20; col. 8, lines 35-51; Figs. 4, 7-8, 
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1 1), where the FDSP client request the data for retransmission according to the timing of the 
TTL packet response in which the channel to receive the data would be obvious; 

(e) receiving the retransmission information by each of the wireless terminals (722) 
within the service area based on the information which is received from the information 
distribution apparatus (720) and is related to the transmission channel and the transmission 
timing for notifying the retransmission information (see col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, lines 4-20; 
col. 8, lines 35-51; Figs. 4, 7-8, 1 1), where the FDSP client request the data for 
retransmission according to the timing of the TTL packet response in which the channel to 
receive the data would be obvious for retransmitting the data segments to the FDSP client 
form the FDSP server, and 

receiving the information retransmitted from the information distribution apparatus (720) 
based on the information related to the transmission channel for retransmitting the 
information (see col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, lines 4-20; col. 8, lines 21-29, 35-51; Figs. 4, 7-8, 
1 1), where the FDSP client request the data for retransmission in which the channel to 
receive the data would be obvious for retransmitting the data segments to the FDSP client 
from the FDSP server using links (channels). Kumar does not specifically disclose having 
the feature including information indicating the predetermined timing at which the 
information requested by the retransmission request will be retransmitted in the 
retransmission information, and the information related to the predetermined timing included 
in the retransmission information which are received from the information distribution 
apparatus. However, the examiner maintains that the feature including information 
indicating the predetermined timing at which the information requested by the retransmission 
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request will be retransmitted in the retransmission information, and the information related to 
the predetermined timing included in the retransmission information which are received from 
the information distribution apparatus was well known in the art, as taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature including information indicating the 
predetermined timing at which the information requested by the retransmission request will 
be retransmitted in the retransmission information (see col. 28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, 
[0140] lines 40-46; col. 57, [0325] - col. 58, [0329]; Figs. 12, 14, 34a-c), where the server 
manages the distribution of retransmitting packets which includes the information related to 
the packet, and 

the information related to the predetermined timing included in the retransmission 
information which are received from the information distribution apparatus (see col. 28, 
[0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; col. 57, [0325] - col. 58, [0329]; Figs. 12, 14, 
34a-c), where the server manages the distribution of retransmitting packets which includes 
the information related to the packet. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature including information indicating the predetermined timing at which the information 
requested by the retransmission request will be retransmitted in the retransmission 
information, and the information related to the predetermined timing included in the 
retransmission information which are received from the information distribution apparatus, in 
order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 
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Regarding claim 76, Kumar discloses of (d) managing the information requested by 
the retransmission request in categories according to a predetermined rule (see col. 7, lines 4- 
24; col. 8, lines 11-24; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; col. 15, line 65 - col. 16, line 10; Fig. 11 
! ref. 1 106'), where the FDSP server has separate data files that are used to categorize the data 
into separate groups that are to be multicasted in which the predetermined rule would be 
obvious for the retransmitting of the data. Also, with group management the FDSP server is 
aware of the units that are "join" or "sign-off 5 that have received the distributed file in order 
to distribute that data to clients that were not involved in the initial transmission of the data. 
Kumar does not specifically disclose having the feature managing timings for retransmitting 
the information for each of the categories, in the information distribution apparatus. 
However, the examiner maintains that the feature managing timings for retransmitting the 
information for each of the categories, in the information distribution apparatus was well 
known in the art, as taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature managing timings for retransmitting the 
information for each of the categories, in the information distribution apparatus (see col. 28, 
[0122-0123]; col. 30, [0140-0141]; Figs. 12, 14, 28b), where the server manages the 
distribution of retransmitting packets according to priority and sequence to distribute at a 
certain time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature managing timings for retransmitting the information for each of the categories, in the 
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information distribution apparatus, in order to retransmit packets at a predetermined 
transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 78, Kumar discloses of a retransmission control system for a 
multicast information distribution service (FDSP) which distributes multicast information 
with respect to a plurality of wireless terminals (722) within a service area from an 
information distribution apparatus (720) via a wireless region (see col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 
6; col. 6, lines 45-51; Figs. 7-8), comprising: 

a timing determination part, in each wireless terminal (722), configured to determine a 
timing at which a retransmission request for information which requires retransmission is to 
be transmitted when the information which requires retransmission is generated (see col. 6, 
line 65 - col. 7, line 21; col. 8, lines 35-49; col. 12, lines 16-30; Figs. 4, 6, 11, 12B), where 
the FDSP client transmits a retransmission request when the client has determined that the 
data multicasted has not been received in which the timing determination means would be 
obvious for responding to the TTL packet that retransmits data for that time period; 

a first retransmission control part (FDSP), in each wireless terminal (722), configured to 
transmit the retransmission request for the information with respect to the information 
distribution apparatus (720) at the timing determined by said timing determination part (see 
col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, line 10; col. 8, lines 21-29;40-51; col. 12, lines 16-30; Figs. 4, 6-8, 11, 
12B), where the FDSP client request retransmission at the time it determines the data has not 
been received in which the timing determination means would be obvious for the distribution 
of the data to the FDSP client from the FDSP server; 
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a retransmission control information managing means (FDSP), in the information 
distribution apparatus (720), configured to manage retransmission information indicating the 
information requested by the retransmission request after receiving the retransmission request 
for the information from an arbitrary wireless terminal (722) within the service area (see col. 
7, lines 4-41; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; Figs. 4, 7-8, 12A), where separate data files are used 
to categorize the data that is to be distributed by the FDSP server into separate groupings of 
data files for multicasting. Also, with group management the FDSP server is aware of the 
units that are "join" or "sign-off 5 that have received the distributed file in order to distribute 
that data to clients that were not involved in the initial transmission of the data.; and 

wherein each wireless terminal (722) makes no retransmission request for the information 
by the first retransmission control part if the retransmission information is received before 
the timing determined by said timing determination part, so that each wireless terminal (722) 
receives the information retransmitted from the information distribution apparatus at the 
predetermined timing (see col. 6, lines 65-67; col. 7, lines 21-24; col 8, lines 35-44,52-61; 
col. 13, lines 2-7; Figs. 4 'ref. 405', 12 'ref. 1204* 'ref. 1210'), where the active receiver 
provides an acknowledgement indicating the data file was received before the end of the TTL 
packet in which the predetermined timing would be obvious. Kumar does not specifically 
disclose the feature of a second retransmission control part, in the information distribution 
apparatus, configured to transmit information related to the retransmission request indicated 
by the retransmission information to each wireless terminal within the service area at a 
predetermined timing. However, the examiner maintains that the feature of a second 
retransmission control part, in the information distribution apparatus, configured to transmit 
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information related to the retransmission request indicated by the retransmission information 
to each wireless terminal within the service area at a predetermined timing was well known 
in the art, as taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature a retransmission decision unit (16a) which 
reads on the claimed "second retransmission control part", in the information distribution 
apparatus, configured to transmit information related to the retransmission request indicated 
by the retransmission information to each wireless terminal within the service area at a 
predetermined timing (see col. 27, [01 13]; col. 28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 
40-46; Figs. 12, 14, 28b), where the terminal receives the requested packet (information) that 
is retransmitted from the server at a predetermined time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature of a second retransmission control part, in the information distribution apparatus, 
configured to transmit information related to the retransmission request indicated by the 
retransmission information to each wireless terminal within the service area at a 
predetermined timing, in order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission timing, 
as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 79, Kumar discloses of a distribution information managing part 
(FDSP), in the information distribution apparatus (720), configured to intensively manage 
retransmission requests for the same information made with respect to the same multicast 
information distribution service (FDSP) until the predetermined timing (see col. 7, lines 4-41; 
col. 8, lines 40-51; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; col. 15, line 65 - col. 16, line 10; Fig. 1 1 Vef. 
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1 106'), where separate data files are used to categorize the data that is to be distributed by the 
FDSP server into separate groupings of data files for multicasting in which the predetermined 
timing would be obvious for the retransmitting of the data. Also, with group management 
the FDSP server is aware of the units that are "join" or "sign-off that have received the 
distributed file in order to distribute that data to clients that were not involved in the initial 
transmission of the data. Kumar does not specifically disclose having the feature said second 
retransmission control part retransmitting information related to the retransmission requests 
intensively managed by said distribution information managing part at the predetermined 
timing. However, the examiner maintains that the feature said second retransmission control 
part retransmitting information related to the retransmission requests intensively managed by 
said distribution information managing part at the predetermined timing was well known in 
the art, as taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature said second retransmission control part (16a) 
retransmitting information related to the retransmission requests intensively managed by said 
distribution information managing part at the predetermined timing (see col. 27, [0113]; col. 
28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; Figs, la, 12, 14, 28b), where the server 
manages the distribution of retransmitting packets according to priority and sequence. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature said second retransmission control part retransmitting information related to the 
retransmission requests intensively managed by said distribution information managing part 
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at the predetermined timing, in order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission 
timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 80, Kumar discloses of said information distribution apparatus (720) 
notifies each of the wireless terminals (722) within the service area information related to a 
transmission channel (see col. 7, lines 4-20; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; Figs. 4, 7-8), where 
the FDSP client receives the data from the FDSP server in which the notification of the 
channel for transmitting the data file that is to be retransmitted to the FDSP clients using 
links (channels) would be inherent, and 

a transmission timing for notifying the retransmission information and information 
related to a transmission channel for retransmitting the information requested by the 
retransmission request, by the second retransmission control part (FDSP) (see col. 6, line 59 - 
col. 7, lines 4-20; col. 8, lines 21-29; 35-51; Fig. 4, 7-8, 11), where the FDSP client request 
the data for retransmission according to the timing of the TTL packet response in which the 
channel to receive the data would be obvious for the data file to be retransmitted to the FDSP 
clients using links (channels) while controlling the flow of the network for data distribution 
in which the transmission timing would be obvious, and 

said first retransmission control part (722) in each wireless terminal (722) receives the 
retransmission information based on the information which is received from the information 
distribution apparatus (720) and is related to the transmission channel and the transmission 
timing for notifying the retransmission information (see col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, lines 4-20; 
col. 8, lines 35-51; Figs. 4, 7-8, 1 1), where the FDSP client request the data for 
retransmission according to the timing of the TTL packet response in which the channel to 
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receive the data would be obvious for retransmitting the data segments to the FDSP client 
form the FDSP server, and 

receives the information retransmitted from the information distribution apparatus (720) 
based on the information related to the transmission channel for retransmitting the 
information (see col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, lines 4-20; col. 8, lines 21-29, 35-51; Figs. 4, 7-8, 
1 1), where the FDSP client request the data for retransmission in which the channel to 
receive the data would be obvious for retransmitting the data segments to the FDSP client 
from the FDSP server using links (channels). Kumar does not specifically disclose having 
the features information which is related to the predetermined timing at which the 
information requested by the retransmission request is retransmitted, is included in the 
retransmission information, and the information related to the predetermined timing included 
in the retransmission information which are received from the information distribution 
apparatus. However, the examiner maintains that the features the feature information which 
is related to the predetermined timing at which the information requested by the 
retransmission request is retransmitted, is included in the retransmission information, and the 
information related to the predetermined timing included in the retransmission information 
which are received from the information distribution apparatus was well known in the art, as 
taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature information which is related to the 
predetermined timing at which the information requested by the retransmission request is 
retransmitted, is included in the retransmission information (see col. 27, [0113]; col. 28, 
[0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; col. 57, [0325] - col. 58, [0329]; Figs. 12, 14, 
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34a-c), where the server manages the distribution of retransmitting packets which includes 
the information related to the packet, and 

the information related to the predetermined timing included in the retransmission 
information which are received from the information distribution apparatus (server) (see col. 
28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; col. 57, [0325] - col. 58, [0329]; Figs. 12, 
14 ? 34a-c), where the server manages the distribution of retransmitting packets which 
includes the information related to the packet. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
features information which is related to the predetermined timing at which the information 
requested by the retransmission request is retransmitted, is included in the retransmission 
information, and the information related to the predetermined timing included in the 
retransmission information which are received from the information distribution apparatus, in 
order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 81, Kumar discloses of a managing part (FDSP), in the information 
distribution apparatus (720), configured to manage the information requested by the 
retransmission request in categories according to a predetermined rule (see col. 7, lines 4-24; 
col. 8, lines 11-24; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; col. 15, line 65 - col. 16, line 10; Fig. 11 'ref. 
1 106'), where the FDSP server has separate data files that are used to categorize the data into 
separate groups that are to be multicasted in which the predetermined rule would be obvious 
for the retransmitting of the data. Also, with group management the FDSP server is aware of 
the units that are "join" or "sign-off' that have received the distributed file in order to 
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distribute that data to clients that were not involved in the initial transmission of the data. 
Kumar does not specifically disclose having the feature managing timings for retransmitting 
the information for each of the categories. However, the examiner maintains that the feature 
managing timings for retransmitting the information for each of the categories was well 
known in the art, as taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature managing timings for retransmitting the 
information for each of the categories (see col. 27, [01 13]; col. 28, [0122-0123] lines 48-55; 
col. 30, [0140-0141] lines 40-46; Figs. 12, 14, 28b), where the server manages the 
distribution of retransmitting packets according to priority and sequence to distribute at a 
certain time. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature managing timings for retransmitting the information for each of the categories, in 
order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission timing, in order to retransmit 
packets at a predetermined transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 83, Kumar discloses of a retransmission control apparatus (FDSP) 
which is provided in an information distribution apparatus (720) which distributes multicast 
information with respect to a plurality of wireless terminals (722) within a service area via a 
wireless region and controls retransmission of information (see col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 6; 
col. 6, lines 45-51; Figs. 7-8), comprising: 

a retransmission information transmission control part (720) configured to notify 
retransmission information indicating information requested by a retransmission request with 



Application/Control Number: 09/9 1 9,85 8 Page 20 

Art Unit: 2617 

respect to each of the wireless terminals (722) within the service area after receiving the 
retransmission request from an arbitrary wireless terminal (722) within the service area (see 
col. 6, line 64 - col. 7 5 line 20; Figs. 4. 7-8) 5 where the FDSP server retransmits data to the 
FDSP clients after receiving the retransmission request; and 

so that each of the wireless terminals (722) determines whether or not to make a 
retransmission request for the information by referring to the retransmission information 
notified by said retransmission information transmission control part (720) when information 
which requires retransmission is generated (see col. 6, lines 50-51,65-67; col. 7, lines 21- 
24,40-42; col. 8, lines 35-44,52-61; col. 13, lines 2-7; Figs. 4 'ref. 405', 12 'ref 1204' 'ref. 
1210'), where the FDSP client is able to determine whether or not the data files were received 
in which the FDSP client would provide a positive or negative acknowledgement for the 
retransmission by the FDSP server. Kumar does not specifically disclose the feature of a 
retransmission control part configured to transmit the information requested by the 
retransmission request and indicated by the retransmission information at a predetermined 
timing. However, the examiner maintains that the feature of a retransmission control part 
configured to transmit the information requested by the retransmission request and indicated 
by the retransmission information at a predetermined timing was well known in the art, as 
taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature of a retransmission control part (16a) 
configured to transmit the information requested by the retransmission request and indicated 
by the retransmission information at a predetermined timing (see col. 27, [0113]; col. 28, 
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[0122] lines 48-55; col. 30 5 [0140] lines 40-46; Figs, la, 12, 14, 28b), where the packet is 
retransmitted by the server to the terminal. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature of a retransmission control part configured to transmit the information requested by 
the retransmission request and indicated by the retransmission information at a 
predetermined timing, in order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission timing, 
as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 84, Kumar discloses of a distribution information managing part 
(FDSP) configured to intensively manage retransmission requests for the same information 
made with respect to the same multicast information distribution service until the 
predetermined timing is reached (see col. 7, lines 4-41; col. 8, lines 40-51; col. 12, lines 16- 
30,40-48; col. 15, line 65 - col. 16, line 10; Fig. 1 1 'ref. 1 106'), where separate data files are 
used to categorize the data that is to be distributed by the FDSP server into separate 
groupings of data files for multicasting in which the predetermined timing would be inherent 
for the retransmitting of the data. Also, with group management the FDSP server is aware of 
the units that are "join" or "sign-off 5 that have received the distributed file in order to 
distribute that data to clients that were not involved in the initial transmission of the data. 
Kumar does not specifically disclose having the feature said retransmission control part 
retransmitting information related to the retransmission requests intensively managed by said 
distribution information managing part at the predetermined timing. However, the examiner 
maintains that the feature said retransmission control part retransmitting information related 
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to the retransmission requests intensively managed by said distribution information managing 
part at the predetermined timing was well known in the art, as taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature said retransmission control part (16a) 
retransmitting information related to the retransmission requests intensively managed by said 
distribution information managing part at the predetermined timing (see col. 27, [0113]; col. 
28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; Figs, la, 12, 14, 28b), where the server 
manages the distribution of retransmitting packets according to priority and sequence. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature said retransmission control part retransmitting information related to the 
retransmission requests intensively managed by said distribution information managing part 
at the predetermined timing, in order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission 
timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 85, Kumar discloses of the retransmission control part (720) notifies 
each of the wireless terminals (722) within the service area information related to a 
transmission channel (see col. 7, lines 4-20; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; Figs. 4, 7-8), where 
the FDSP client receives the data from the FDSP server in which the notification of the 
channel for transmitting the data file that is to be retransmitted to the FDSP clients using 
links (channels) would be inherent, and 

a transmission timing for notifying the retransmission information and information 
related to a transmission channel for retransmitting the information requested by the 
retransmission request, so that each of the wireless terminals (722) within the service area 
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receives the information which is retransmitted, based on the information included in the 
retransmission information and the information which is notified by said retransmission 
control part (FDSP) (see col. 6, line 59 - col. 7, lines 4-20; col. 8, lines 21-29; 35-51; Fig. 4, 
7-8, 1 1), where the FDSP client request the data for retransmission according to the timing of 
the TTL packet response in which the channel to receive the data would be obvious for the 
data file to be retransmitted to the FDSP clients using links (channels) while controlling the 
flow of the network for data distribution in which the transmission timing would be inherent. 
Kumar does not specifically disclose having the feature information which is related to the 
predetermined timing at which the retransmission of the information requested by the 
retransmission request is made, is included in the retransmission information. However, the 
examiner maintains that the features information which is related to the predetermined timing 
at which the retransmission of the information requested by the retransmission request is 
made, is included in the retransmission information was well known in the art, as taught by 
Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature information which is related to the 
predetermined timing at which the retransmission of the information requested by the 
retransmission request is made, is included in the retransmission information (see col. 27, 
[01 13]; col. 28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; col. 57, [0325] - col. 58, 
[0329]; Figs. 12, 14, 34a-c), where the server manages the distribution of retransmitting 
packets which includes the information related to the packet. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
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feature information which is related to the predetermined timing at which the retransmission 
of the information requested by the retransmission request is made, is included in the 
retransmission information, in order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission 
timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 86, Kumar discloses of a managing part (FDSP) configured to 
manage the information requested by the retransmission request in categories according to a 
predetermined rule (see col. 7, lines 4-24; col. 8, lines 1 1-24; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; col. 
15, line 65 - col. 16, line 10; Fig. 1 1 f ref. 1 106'), where the FDSP server has separate data 
files that are used to categorize the data into separate groups that are to be multicasted in 
which the predetermined rule would be inherent for the retransmitting of the data. Also, with 
group management the FDSP server is aware of the units that are "join" or "sign-off that 
have received the distributed file in order to distribute that data to clients that were not 
involved in the initial transmission of the data. Kumar does not specifically disclose having 
the feature managing timings for retransmitting the information for each of the categories. 
However, the examiner maintains that the feature managing timings for retransmitting the 
information for each of the categories was well known in the art, as taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature managing timings for retransmitting the 
information for each of the categories (see col. 27, [01 13]; col. 28, [0122-0123]; col. 30, 
[0140-0141]; Figs. 12, 14, 28b), where the server manages the distribution of retransmitting 
packets according to priority and sequence to be distributes at a certain time where the 
categories would be obvious. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature managing timings for retransmitting the information for each of the categories, in 
order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 90, Kumar discloses of a FDSP server (720) which reads on the 
claimed "wireless base station" for distributing multicast information with respect to a 
plurality of wireless terminals (722) within a service area (see col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 6; 
col. 6, lines 45-51; Figs. 3, 7-8), comprising: 

a notifying part (720) configured to notify retransmission information, which indicates 
that predetermined information has been requested by a retransmission request to each of the 
wireless terminals (722) within the service area, in response to the retransmission request 
from an arbitrary wireless terminal (722) within the service area (see col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, 
line 24; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; Figs. 4, 12A-B), where the FDSP server retransmits the 
requested data to the FDSP clients after receiving a retransmission request. Kumar does not 
specifically disclose having the feature said retransmission information including timing 
information indicating a predetermined timing at which the information will be retransmitted. 
However, the examiner maintains that the feature said retransmission information including 
timing information indicating a predetermined timing at which the information will be 
retransmitted was well known in the art, as taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature said retransmission information including 
timing information indicating a predetermined timing at which the information will be 
retransmitted (see col. 27, [01 13]; col. 28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; 
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col. 57, [0325] - col. 58, [0329]; Figs. 12, 14, 34a-c), where the server manages the 
distribution of retransmitting packets which includes the information related to the packet. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
feature said retransmission information including timing information indicating a 
predetermined timing at which the information will be retransmitted, in order to retransmit 
packets at a predetermined transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 91, Kumar discloses of a retransmitting part (720) configured to 
retransmit the predetermined information requested by the retransmission request to each of 
the wireless terminals (722) within the service area (see col. 6, lines 45-51,65-67; col. 7, lines 
4-41; col. 13, lines 21-31; Figs. 4, 7-8, 12A-B), where the FDSP server retransmits the 
information requested by the FDSP client. Kumar does not specifically disclose having the 
feature of retransmitting information at the predetermined timing. However, the examiner 
maintains that the feature at the predetermined timing was well known in the art, as taught by 
Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses of having the feature at the predetermined timing (see 
col 27, [01 13]; col. 28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; col. 57, [0325] - col. 
58, [0329]; Figs. 12, 14, 34a-c), where the server manages the distribution of retransmitting 
packets which includes the information related to the packet. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Fukushima to have the 
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feature at the predetermined timing, in order to retransmit packets at a predetermined 
transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 92, the combination of Kumar and Fukushima discloses every 
limitation claimed, as applied above (see claim 19), in addition Kumar further discloses of 
wherein said retransmitting means (720) copes with one retransmission of the predetermined 
information with respect to a plurality of retransmission requests which request the 
predetermined information, if the retransmission request requesting the predetermined 
information is received from one or more wireless terminals (722) within the service area 
before the predetermined information is retransmitted to each of the wireless terminals (722) 
within the service area (see col. 6, line 61 - col. 7, lines 41; col. 12, lines 16-30,40-48; Figs. 
4, 7-8, 12A-B), where the FDSP server responds to the request of the a FDSP client by 
multicasting the requested data. 

Claims 77, 82, and 87 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kumar 
(US 6,269,080 Bl) in view of Fukushima et al. (hereinafter Fukushima) (EP 1006689 A2) as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Marturano et al (hereinafter Marturano) (US 
5,636,230). 

Regarding claim 77, the combination of Kumar and Fukushima discloses of the 
retransmitting of the information requested by the retransmission request depending on the 
multicast information which is distributed from the information distribution apparatus (720) 
(see Kumar - col. 6, line 61 - col. 7, line 10; col. 12, line 50 - col. 13, line 1 1; col. 14, lines 
25-42; Fig. 4), where the FDSP server retransmits the multicast data file segments that have 
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not been received. The combination of Kumar and Fukushima does not specifically disclose 
having the feature of controlling an upper limit value of a number of retransmissions. 
However, the examiner maintains that the feature of controlling an upper limit value of a 
number of retransmissions was well known in the art, as taught by Marturano. 

In the same field of endeavor, Marturano discloses of the feature of controlling a 
counter limit value which reads on the claimed "upper limit value of a number of 
retransmissions" (see col. 2, lines 22-34,55-63; Figs. 1-3), where the resending of data blocks 
has a counter limit value that the retransmissions can not exceed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar, Fukushima, and Marturano to 
have the feature of controlling an upper limit value of a number of retransmissions, in order 
to provide enhanced efficiency when communicating data messages within a broadcast data 
communication system, as taught by Marturano. 

Regarding claim 82, the combination of Kumar and Fukushima discloses of the 
retransmission of the information requested by the retransmission request depending on the 
multicast information which is distributed from the information distribution apparatus (720) 
(see Kumar - col. 6, line 61 - col. 7, line 10; col. 12, line 50 - col. 13, line 11; col. 14, lines 
25-42; Fig. 4), where the FDSP server retransmits the multicast data file segments that have 
not been received, and Fukushima discloses of having a sequence number/retransmission 
count insertion unit (34) which reads on the claimed "retransmission control information 
managing part", in the information distribution apparatus (see Fukushima - col. 26, line 56 - 
col. 27, line 23; Figs. 10, 12, 14), where insertion unit manages the counts of the 
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retransmission of packets. The combination of Kumar and Fukushima does not specifically 
disclose the feature configured to manage an upper limit value of a number of 
retransmissions. However, the examiner maintains that the feature configured to manage an 
upper limit value of a number of retransmissions was well known in the art, as taught by 
Marturano. 

Marturano further discloses of the feature configured to manage an upper limit value 
of a number of retransmissions (see col. 2, lines 22-34,55-63; Figs. 1-3), where the resending 
of data blocks has a counter limit value that the retransmissions can not exceed in which the 
resend count keeps track of retransmissions. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar, Fukushima, and Marturano to 
have the feature configured to manage an upper limit value of a number of retransmissions, 
in order to provide enhanced efficiency when communicating data messages within a 
broadcast data communication system, as taught by Marturano. 

Regarding claim 87, the combination of Kumar and Fukushima discloses of the 
retransmission of the information requested by the retransmission request depending on the 
multicast information which is distributed (see Kumar - col. 6, line 61 - col. 7, line 10; col. 
12, line 50 - col. 13, line 11; col. 14, lines 25-42; Fig. 4), where the FDSP server retransmits 
the multicast data file segments that have not been received, and Fukushima discloses of 
having a retransmission control information management control part configured to control, 
in the information distribution apparatus (see Fukushima - col. 26, line 56 - col. 27, line 23; 
Figs. 10, 12, 14), where the server has a sequence number/retransmission count insertion unit 
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(34) that manages the counts of the retransmission of packets in which the retransmission 
control information management control means would be obvious. The combination of 
Kumar and Fukushima does not specifically disclose the feature for managing an upper limit 
value of a number of retransmissions. However, the examiner maintains that the feature for 
managing an upper limit value of a number of retransmissions was well known in the art, as 
taught by Marturano. 

Marturano further discloses of the feature for managing an upper limit value of a 
number of retransmissions (see col. 2, lines 22-34,55-63; Figs. 1-3), where the resending of 
data blocks has a counter limit value that the retransmissions can not exceed in which the 
resend count keeps track of retransmissions. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar, Fukushima, and Marturano to 
have the feature for managing an upper limit value of a number of retransmissions, in order 
to provide enhanced efficiency when communicating data messages within a broadcast data 
communication system, as taught by Marturano. 

Claims 88-89 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kumar (US 
6,269,080 Bl) in view of Chiu et al. (hereinafter Chiu) (US 6,505,253 Bl) and Fukushima 
et al. (hereinafter Fukushima) (EP 1006689 A2). 

Regarding claim 88, Kumar discloses of a wireless terminal (722) which receives 
multicast information distributed from an information distribution apparatus (720) via a 
wireless region, and receives information retransmitted from the information distribution 
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apparatus (720) according to a retransmission control (see col. 5, line 65 - col. 6, line 6; col. 

6, lines 45-51; Figs. 3, 7-8), comprising: 

a timing determination part configured to determine a timing for transmitting a 
retransmission request for information which requires retransmission (see col. 6, line 65 - col. 

7, line 21; col. 8, lines 35-49; col. 12, lines 16-30; Figs. 4, 6, 11, 12B), where the FDSP client 
transmits a retransmission request when the client has determined that the data multicasted 
has not been received in which the timing determination means would be inherent by 
acknowledging the TTL packet for requested retransmission; and 

a retransmission control part (FDSP) configured to transmit the retransmission request for 
the information with respect to the information distribution apparatus (720) at the timing 
determined by said timing determination means (see col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, line 10; col. 8, 
lines 21-29;40-51; col. 12, lines 16-30; Figs. 4, 6-8, 11, 12B), where the FDSP client request 
retransmission at the time it determines the data has not been received in which the timing 
determination means would be inherent for the distribution of the data to the FDSP client 
from the FDSP server by acknowledging the TTL packet for requested retransmission; 

said retransmission control part (FDSP) making no retransmission request for the 
information if retransmission information, is received from the information distribution 
apparatus before the timing determined by said timing determination part, so as to receive the 
information retransmitted from the information distribution apparatus at a predetermined 
timing (see col. 6, lines 65-67; col. 7, lines 21-24; col. 8, lines 35-44,52-61; col. 13, lines 2-7; 
Figs. 4 'ref. 405', 12 'ref. 1204' 'ref. 1210*), where the FDSP client provides an 
acknowledgement indicating the data file was received before the end of the TTL packet in 
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which the predetermined timing would be inherent for retransmitting the data for that time 
period. Kumar does not specifically disclose having the feature which indicates that a 
retransmission request for the information has already been received by the information 
distribution apparatus; said retransmission information including timing information 
indicating the predetermined timing at which the information will be retransmitted. 
However, the examiner maintains that the feature which indicates that a retransmission 
request for the information has already been received by the information distribution 
apparatus was well known in the art, as taught Chiu. 

In the same field of endeavor, Chiu discloses the feature which indicates that a 
retransmission request for the information has already been received by the information 
distribution apparatus (see col. 38, lines 38-44; Fig. 1), where the members are informed of a 
retransmission request that is pending. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar and Chiu to have the feature 
which indicates that a retransmission request for the information has already been received 
by the information distribution apparatus, in order to establish a reliable multicast 
communication which does not cause congestion in the network by ACK or NACK messages 
transmitted by the receiving stations, as taught by Chiu (see col. 2, lines 52-55). The 
combination Kumar and Chiu does not specifically disclose having the feature said 
retransmission information including timing information indicating the predetermined timing 
at which the information will be retransmitted. However, the examiner maintains that the 
feature said retransmission information including timing information indicating the 
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predetermined timing at which the information will be retransmitted was well known in the 
art, as taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature said retransmission information including 
timing information indicating the predetermined timing at which the information will be 
retransmitted (see col. 27, [0113]; col. 28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] lines 40-46; 
col. 57, [0325] - col. 58, [0329]; Figs. 12, 14, 34a-c), where the server manages the 
distribution of retransmitting packets which includes the information related to the packet. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar, Chiu, and Fukushima to have 
the feature said retransmission information including timing information indicating the 
predetermined timing at which the information will be retransmitted, in order to retransmit 
packets at a predetermined transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 

Regarding claim 89, the combination of Kumar and Chiu discloses every limitation 
claimed, as applied above (see claim 16), in addition Kumar further discloses of said 
retransmission control part (FDSP) receives the retransmission information based on 
information which is received from the information distribution apparatus (720) and indicates 
a transmission channel and a transmission timing for notifying the retransmission 
information (see col. 6, line 58 - col. 7, line 20; col. 8, lines 21-29; 35-51; col. 12, lines 16- 
30,40-48; Figs. 4, 7-8, 1 1), where the FDSP client receives the data from the FDSP server in 
which a channel for transmitting the data file that is to be retransmitted to the FDSP clients 
using links (channels) would be inherent while controlling the flow of the network for data 
distribution. The data for retransmission according to the timing of the TTL packet response 
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is used for notifying the requested information retransmission in which the transmission 
timing would be inherent, and 

receives the information retransmitted from the information distribution apparatus based 
on the information indicating the transmission channel for retransmitting the information (see 
col. 6, line 65 - col. 7, lines 4-20; col. 8, lines 21-29, 35-51; Figs. 4, 7-8, 11), where the 
FDSP client request the data for retransmission in which the channel to receive the data 
would be obvious for retransmitting the data segments to the FDSP client from the FDSP 
server using links (channels). The combination of Kumar and Chiu does not specifically 
disclose having the feature and the timing information indicating the predetermined timing 
included in the retransmission information which are received from the information 
distribution apparatus. However, the examiner maintains that the feature and the timing 
information indicating the predetermined timing included in the retransmission information 
which are received from the information distribution apparatus was well known in the art, as 
taught by Fukushima. 

Fukushima further discloses the feature and the timing information indicating the 
predetermined timing included in the retransmission information which are received from the 
information distribution apparatus (server) (see col. 28, [0122] lines 48-55; col. 30, [0140] 
lines 40-46; col. 57, [0325] - col. 58, [0329]; Figs. 12, 14, 34a-c), where the server manages 
the distribution of retransmitting packets which includes the information related to the 
packet. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the teachings of Kumar, Chiu, and Fukushima to have 
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the feature and the timing information indicating the predetermined timing included in the 
retransmission information which are received from the information distribution apparatus, in 
order to retransmit packets at a predetermined transmission timing, as taught by Fukushima. 
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Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 19 May 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Examiner respectfully disagrees with applicant's arguments as the applied 
reference(s) provide more than adequate support and to further clarify (see the above claims 
and comments in this section). 

6. Applicant added claims 73-93 which are the same as claims 1-21. Claims 1-21 were 
previously made FINAL in the office action mailed on 21 April 2005. 

7. Applicant's election with traverse of claims 73-93 (see remarks - pg. 30, 5 th 
paragraph) in the reply filed on 19 May 2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the 
ground(s) that claims 22-72 correspond to claims 1-21 (see remarks - pg. 30, 4 th paragraph). 
This is not found persuasive because applicant admits that claims 22-72 focus on a mobile 
rather than an end-to-end system (see remarks - pg. 30, 4 th paragraph) which is distinct (see 
remarks - pg. 3 1, 3 rd paragraph). Furthermore, the claims 22-72 are not readable on the 
elected invention (i.e., claims 1-21) because 

c. Claims 22-53 - the method, program, and apparatus, as a whole - 

the plurality of terminals each configured to send at an arbitrary time a 
retransmission request signal when a specified packet previously transmitted by said 
information distribution apparatus is not received, comprising the steps of: notifying, by 
said information distribution apparatus, another of the plurality of wireless terminals that 
a retransmission request signal corresponding to a specific packet has been received; 
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retransmitting, by said information distribution apparatus, the specified packet at a 
predetermined timing. 

d. Claims 54-72 - the method, program, and apparatus, as a whole - 

receiving, from said information distribution apparatus, indication that a specified 
packet has been sent from said information distribution apparatus; transmitting at an 
arbitrary time, to said information distribution apparatus, a retransmission request signal 
when said specified packet is not received; receiving, from said information distribution 
apparatus, the specified packet at a predetermined time. 

Regarding claims 22-72, the claims 22-72 are based on the above items a-b and are 
distinctly different and not readable on the elected invention of claims 1-21 . In addition, the 
items a-b were not required in the previously examined claims. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

8. The specification amendment was received on 21 September 2005. The specification 
amendment is acknowledged, (see remarks section - pg. 31, 2 nd paragraph) 

9. The Examiner had previously acknowledged the drawings in the office action mailed 
on 21 April 2005. Replacement drawings (i.e., Figs. 3 and 9) were received on 21 September 
2005. The applicant failed to indicate the mark-up(s) of the drawings (i.e., Figs. 3 and 9) to 
indicate the error(s) being corrected. Therefore, these drawings (i.e., Figs. 3 and 9) are 
acknowledged since the drawings appear to be the same. 

1 0. In the present response of the instant application, the applicant's arguments of claims 
73-93 are basically repetitious arguments of claims 1-21 as addressed by the Examiner in the 
Advisory Action mailed on 09 August 2006. The applicant's arguments essentially do not 
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traverse the issue(s) as addressed in the Advisory Action. Therefore, in view of the reasons 
above, this Office Action is hereby made FINAL. 

Conclusion 

11. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the 
entry of the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have been finally rejected on the 
grounds and art of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the application 
prior to entry under 37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL even 
though it is a first action after the filing of a request for continued examination and the 
submission under 37 CFR 1.114. See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Willie J. Daniel, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7907. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 
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